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The relationship between the business community in Govan and  

The Old Govan Fair 

Terms of Reference 

Due to an internship at Fablevision, a cultural social enterprise based in Govan, I have been 

meeting business people working and sometimes also living in Govan to ask them several 

questions about the Govan Fair. As well as questions about their knowledge about the history of 

the Fair, there were questions designed to assess interest in getting involved in next year’s Fair. 

Other questions focused on finding out what people like about the Govan Fair and how it can be 

improved in the following years. The findings of this project are summarised in this report. 

The Govan Fair (Origins and history) 

The Govan Fair in its present form dates back to 1757 and throughout recorded history, the Fair 

has been rooted in the industry of the time. Beginning as an agricultural fair in Govan’s rural 

stages, it was the responsibility of the Govan Weavers when Govan boasted a thriving textile 

industry.  

It’s most recent key drivers were the shipping magnates and ancillary industries when Govan was 

the heart of shipbuilding on the Clyde. This era was the Govan Fair in its’ hey day as investment 

and resources built its profile and thousands flocked to enjoy the fairground rides, faux crowning 

of the queen and the procession of floats through the town that went on for hours and hours. 

The decline of shipbuilding was mirrored by the decline of this ancient pageant until, in 2013, the 

only businesses left as the keepers of the flame were the local hairdressing salon (Dot’s Spot) and a 

local Showman’s business, the Fairground Community Group. 

The purpose of this piece of research is to discover whether or not there is still a need for the 

Govan Fair in it’s ancient format – rooted in and driven by the business community of Govan. 

2015 – in retrospect 

Since the all time low of 2013 when the Govan Fair was effectively cancelled until Showman Jimmy 

Stringfellow took the chair with six weeks to go, the committee has worked to turn the Fair around 

and re create it as a sustainable enterprise once again. There was recognition that the Fair itself is 

no longer the commercial wealth generator it once was (able to sustain itself, donate to various 

charities and support businesses locally). Instead, with a refreshed vision and business plan (as well 

as a new governance structure and constitution), the plan, going forward, is to retain everything 

traditional from the ancient pageant, building a social enterprise frame work and structure that 

gives the potential for sustainability and growth once again.  

The Govan Fair 2015 was an event that the majority of people have really enjoyed. Many people 

told me that it was a lot of fun and very spectacular. One woman mentioned that it was probably 

even the best Govan Fair ever! The circus definitely attracted the attention of many people and 

was the main attraction of the Fair weekend. Next to that there was the community involvement in 

the annual procession as well as many stunning acts and activities for all visitors that made this 
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event unforgettable. The growing community cohesion was, according to the interviewed people, 

as noticeable as the fun everyone had at the Fair.  

The Spirit of the Govan Fair 

After meeting some of the local business people it was really easy to get an impression of the 

Govan Fair spirit. The Fair night is described as a glorious night full of fun and excitement. People 

come together and new friendships can be made very easily. Old friendships come alive again, just 

as well as old Govan Fair traditions that almost got forgotten. Even people who moved away from 

the area during their adulthood love coming back on the Fair days to meet old friends and 

relatives. On the days of the Govan Fair the stress of the passing week can be forgotten and 

amusement and good talks clear the head. Especially families and children get offered the perfect 

opportunity for a day out spending precious time with each other. The children who attend the 

Govan Fair get to know more about the area they live in and that helps them to understand their 

culture even better. 

Community spirit 

The Govan Fair was always an event that got great support from the people living and working 

here in Govan. This attitude towards the Fair is nowadays as strong as ever. So women and men 

come together and help wherever it is possible. Many people to whom I talked to have been 

involved in the Govan Fair at least once. Others really want to be a part of the Govan Fair but they 

do not really know how to make themselves useful. The will to do something for the Fair was truly 

present in nearly every interview that I did. 

This unique event brings together people of different ages because the activities are perfectly 

measured for everyone. The majority of people with whom I talked, also think that because of 

that, this event is perfectly suitable for everyone. Nobody gets left behind or excluded. According 

to people I have talked with, the visitors can benefit from the Fair in many different ways. Not only 

that but also, people learn to know each other even better than before. It also gives everyone 

something to look forward to every single year. Next to that it gives people a lot of motivation to 

do something for Govan, their living or working environment, and their whole community. This 

strengthens their sense of belonging as well as their pride towards their heritage and surroundings. 

Effects of the Govan Fair on the local businesses 

Due to being a huge event in Govan the Govan Fair benefits many businesses based in the area. 

Because of the different ways of getting involved in the Fair, the business people have various 

options to support this community event and promote their business at the same time. Sponsoring 

the event with money, buying advertisements in the Govan Fair programme or being part of each 

years’ procession by having one of the floats are just a few options to mention. In this way, visitors 

get to know which businesses are based in the area and that they can drop into rather than passing 

by. The majority of business people I talked to know from experience that they get more new 

customers because of the Fair. More footfall, higher turnover and busier times are the 

consequences.  

Future of the Govan Fair 

The people living and working in Govan have many different reasons why the Govan Fair should be 

kept alive. A unique atmosphere, the special effect on the community and the fact that it is a really 
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old tradition are just some to mention. Women and men are proud of their culture and heritage 

and do not want to let this tradition end. They want to have people attending the Fair even in 

hundreds of years in the future. Not having the Fair would be a great loss for the majority of the 

community who responded to my questionnaire; Scotland would lose a part of his history and 

Govan one of its ancient traditions.  

Those people who want the Govan Fair to continue also mentioned that it could be time for some 

changes. New, modern activities should be added to the old and well-tried traditions. Possible 

consequences could be that especially more young people would show their interest in the Fair 

and help out or visit the event. So the next generation gets involved as well and maybe they decide 

to support the Fair in the future.  

At the moment, according to some people I talked to, it is very important that there is a strong 

committee of passionate local people who are willing to fight for the Govan Fair. Only if strong 

personalities take care of this event and make sure that the community can enjoy themselves 

during the Fair days, the Govan Fair existence will be ensured.  

Conclusion 

While working on this project I got a really good insight on how the community of Govan wants the 

Govan Fair to work. They do not want to miss that unique feeling during the Fair days and nearly 

everyone has a special connection to it. It was nice to see how people remembered old childhood 

memories while talking to me. After going through the streets of Govan I did not only talk to 

business people, I also had many talks with inhabitants of the area. People who live in Govan could 

not imagine a life without the Fair. The majority of people grew up with it and attended every 

single year. A life without the Govan Fair? – simply unthinkable for them! 

I talked to many people about their future contributions to the Govan Fair. They all told me that 

they are very happy to help. For some of them it was a matter of course to get involved. The Fair 

gives everyone so much pleasure and the majority of people see it as their duty to support this 

event.  That will to keep good and ancient traditions alive is, in my eyes, something very special 

and unique. There are nowadays probably not many communities left that have that much pride in 

their heritage and traditions.  

Recommendations 

Everyone who wants the Govan Fair to continue made a lot of suggestions to get the Fair improved 

in the next years. During their Fair experiences of the last years they have all thought about many 

different aspects that did not work quite well and should get improved during the next years. 

Some people had the impression that the last years’ Fair was too small and therefore not that 

interesting.  There would be the wish to have more people involved, more floats at the procession 

and more acts for the visitors. The people living and working in the area want to see the event 

growing and developing. In the eyes of many people living and working in Govan, there was not 

enough media attention for the event of 2015. Consequently not everyone knew that it was a 

three-day event or knew the exact route of the procession (although the Govan Fair committee tell 

me this had much to do with intrusive road works due to the fast link hospital bus). 

Many people suggested making more advertisements on the streets, online, in local newspapers 

and probably as well in local shops, schools or community halls. Social media platforms like 
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Facebook, Twitter or Instagram can help to get the attention of people who mainly use the 

internet to stay up to date. Advertisements on the streets or in newspapers are perfectly suitable 

for reaching the majority of the community, especially those who are not that comfortable with 

the internet. By making many different kinds of advertisements it can be ensured that the whole 

community is informed. 

The business community of Govan wants to visit a big and glorious event. They want to see many 

visitors and next to that many participants in the procession. In the eyes of many Fair attendants it 

needs lots of floats to make the procession successful. To make sure that the Fair has lots of 

participants, local businesses should get information (in plenty of time) of exactly what ways they 

could get involved.  

Next to that it would be worth asking some of the inhabitants of the area what they think about 

the Govan Fair. Many people have lived here for many years and some even grew up here so they 

need to give some feedback on this event as well. Due to time constraints, such a short survey 

could be done online (through Facebook, Twitter etc).  

There is not only the imperative to keep the Govan Fair in existence, the majority of people strive 

for even more. Many people suggested they want to see the Fair develop local fundraising events 

through the whole year with the parade at the start and the end of the year. This would give 

everyone more opportunities to help their community and as well some good reasons to have 

some more nice days out 
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Appendix A - Interviews 

Shop Name  Main Contact Address Telephone E-Mail Date of Meeting 

Park Stationery 
 

 851 Govan 

Rd 

Glasgow G51 

3DL 

 

0141 445 2686  16th of September  

Suggestions: more advertisements & news by local newspapers (that more people pay attention to the Fair), more decoration on the
streets 
 
This shop has contributed for the Govan Fair before: by making advertisements, selling banners 

Subway Govan   3, Govan 

Cross 

Govan Cross 

Shopping 

Centre 

Govan 

Glasgow G51 

3JW 

 

0141 445 6969  16th of September 

Because no one of the staff has ever attended one of the Govan Fairs or knows about it in general, the 
branch manager wanted me to speak to two customers. They both attend the Govan Fair every year since 
they are little.  

 

What they like about it: it brings everyone together, you meet people you havn’t seen in ages, everyone 
has fun/ enjoys themselves, it’s a very unique event, you have good talks there, good for the local 
businesses/economy 

 

Things to change: there should definitely be more advertisement, last year there were barely posters or 
leaflets, there should be more floats (it gets shorter every year what is really sad), more attractions, more 
publicity 

 

For those two customers the Fair is something very special. If there was no Govan Fair, Govan wouldn’t be 
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Govan! 

The Fair makes Govan what it is today! 

The Magpie’ 
s Nest 

 25 Burleigh 

Street 

0141 4401008  16th of September 

What is good about the Govan Fair: it gives people something to look forward, the Fair gets everyone 
together 

 

I had a brief talk to the manager of this charity shop and she told me that she attended two Govan Fairs 
before. The first one she has ever attended was the Fair in 2014. She liked it really much and enjoyed that 
mega event. The Fair 2015 was in her eyes really disappointing and too small. She would have liked more 
floats and more people involved into it.  

 

Suggestions: asking the local people what could be done to improve this event, it should become a big 
event again like it used to be, more advertising, more information about what shops could do to promote 
the Fair, the whole community should get more involved, more free information booklets and leaflets 
(could be available for the people of Govan at every shop in and around Govan for example) 

 

This manager would really like to get involved to the Govan Fair.  

Benefits for her business: promotion of the charity, more customers & donations 

 

Without the Fair there wouldn’t be anything exiting around Govan. 

   

Enjoy Crafts Ken McF 41 Burleigh 

Street 

 kenmcfstatus@aol.com 16th of September 

What is good about the Govan Fair: good for community, local people, it brings people together, kids & 
families are enjoying themselves 

 

Suggestions: keep promoting it, more promotion (would lead to more back-up from locals), more local 
people should get involved and motivated to do something for the Fair, it’s probably worth a look to see 
how other big Fairs are organised and structured (probably a good way to improve the Govan Fair) 

 

This shop has just opened in June this year. They are very interested in contributing the next Govan Fair 
(for example sponsoring). 

 

Without the Govan Fair, Scotland would lose a part of his history and Govan one of its oldest traditions.  

   

mailto:kenmcfstatus@aol.com
mailto:kenmcfstatus@aol.com


Sarah Pospisil 
 

Cost-u-less Yasmeen Ali Shaw Street   16th of September 

What is good about the Govan Fair: it brings the community together, the fact that they involve schools 
and people of all ages, that it’s a very old tradition 

 

Suggestions: more advertising, get more people involved 

 

I had a brief talk with the daughter of the shop keeper and she told me that her mother once donated 
money for the Govan Fair. But she is not quite sure if her mother would want to donate any money for the 
next Fair.  

 

The Govan Fair should definitely not lose the meaning of why the Govan Fair was started and furthermore 
it should stick to its traditions.  

   

Govan Cross 
Barbers 

 13 Harmony 

Row, GLASG

OW G51 3BB 

  17th of September 

What is good about the Govan Fair: it brings the community together, good for family time 

 

Suggestions: modernise it (/more modern things), more advertising 

 

This shop donated money to the Fair once. There would be an interest on a barbers float. 

   

Govan 
Carpets 

 887 Govan 

Road  

Glasgow  

G51 3DN  

  17th of September 

Suggestions: more advertising     

Ladbrokes  Govan Cross 

Shopping 

Centre, 795 

Govan Rd, 

Scotland G51 

3EW 

0800 030 4496  17th of September 

What is good about the Govan Fair: it brings a better social atmosphere, busier times for businesses, brings 
the community together 

 

   



Sarah Pospisil 
 

The Govan Fair is a benefit for this business. It lets more customers passing by the shop.  

At the moment there is no interest in supporting the Fair. 

 

Suggestions: more awareness of the event, more media attention 

Elderpark 
Library  

 Elder Park 

Library, 

228a 

Langlands 

Road, 

Glasgow G51 

3TZ 

  18th of September 

I talked to a woman who works at the library. She just answered 4 of my questions because she didn’t feel 
like she would be able to answer all questions in the name of the whole library. 

 

What she likes about the Govan Fair: people of Govan love it and are proud of it, community feeling, old 
tradition 

 

She basically likes everything about the Fair. Last years’ Fair was a little bit disappointing because of the 
circus.  

 

Suggestions: better organisation, keep up the advertising of it through schools & library & community halls 
& local commitment 

   

Bites 
Sandwich 
Bar 

 1020 Govan 

Rd 

Glasgow G51 

3DU 

  18th of September 

What is good about the Govan Fair: the atmosphere 

Criticism: it doesn’t help developing Govan or the people living & working here at all, the Fair is dying, no 
effects on local businesses  

 

   

The 
co-operative 
funeralcare 

Linemanager: 

Mark Stewart 

 

e-mail address: 

mark.stewart@letsc

90 Langlands 

Rd 

Glasgow 

0141 445 1316  21st of September 
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o-operate.com Govan, 

Glasgow City 

G51 3BQ 

I had a short talk to Linda (Branch Funeral Arranger) in this branch at Govan. 

She answered the questions and gave me as well the contact details from her Linemanager, who should be 
contacted for any requests.  

 

What is good about the Govan Fair: nice tradition, it gives all people a pride in their heritage, it’s an event 
where everyone can join together, it brings people together, it’s a very encouraging event, everyone can 
take part in it, it gets people to know each other better, people work together, the Fair motivates people to 
do something for their community 

 

Suggestions: more funds that support the Fair, a steering group (to keep things organised), new things that 
maximise this event (but: old traditions shouldn’t die!), leaflets & posters to let everyone in Govan and 
around Govan know about the Govan Fair weekend  

 

The woman to whom I talked about the Govan Fair told me that the co-operative funeralcare has 
contributed for the Govan Fair before. They organised limousine trips.  

The co-operative funeralcare would really like to get involved to the Govan Fair (e.g. supplying something, 
…). They would get the possibility to get to know more people and to help them.  

 

Not having the Govan Fair would be a great loss. 

   

Govan 
Lifestyle 
Laundry 

 21 Shaw 
Street, Glasg
ow, G513BJ 

0141 2580254  21st of September 

What is good about the Govan Fair: people come together, it’s good for the young people to learn new 
things about Govan, music acts 

 

Suggestions: bring more new things & artists for young people, get people to meet in some local 
community hall and talk about the Govan Fair 

 

There would be an interest to help out on the days of the Govan Fair. 

   

Elizabethan 
Cakes 

 5 Water 

Row, Govan, 

Glasgow, 

G51 3UW 

0141 440 0228 

Or 

07909 561 277 

cakesbyliz@gmail.com 22nd of September 

mailto:cakesbyliz@gmail.com
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What is good about the Govan Fair: it brings people into Govan, it’s good for families & the kids for a day 
out, it brings people together 

Suggestions: make sure lots of people live in Govan, make sure businesses stay open, ship builders 
shouldn’t be shut 

 

The woman from Elizabethan Cakes told me that the Govan Fair 2015 was the best Fair she has ever seen. 
It was a huge event with lots of people and everyone enjoyed themselves. The Govan Fair couldn’t be any 
better than the last one! 

 

There would be an interest to volunteer, but there is not enough time to do so. 

   

Bargain 
Shop 

 Govan Cross 

Shopping 

Centre 

Glasgow G51 

3UL 

  22nd of September 

What is good about the Govan Fair: it helps a lot of people, makes them happy, music 

 

Suggestions: let know a lot of people about it 

   

Brechin’s  803 Govan 

Rd 

Glasgow G51 

3DJ 

0141 445 1349  23rd of September 

Criticism: the Fair doesn’t help to develop Govan & the people living and working here, last year was a 
disgrace and over in minutes  

 

Suggestions: revamp it, bring pub and shop people together, close off Govan Road for kids, make it for 
families not neds 

   

Albemarle 
Bond 

Zoey Ponsonby Unit 2, 

Govan Cross 

Shopping 

Centre, 795 

Govan Road, 

Glasgow, G5

1 3JW 

0141 425 1474  23rd of September 

The Govan Fair couldn’t really benefit this business. Although there would be an interest in handing out    
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leaflets for the Govan Fair.  

Gaynor's 
Cafe 

 80 Langlands 

road  

G513BQ 

Glasgow 

07986 863889  24th of September 

What is good about the Govan Fair: brings people together for a good purpose, the atmosphere is great, 
activities for kids 

 

Suggestions: public donations, more advertising (especially some days before the Fair) 

This business has contributed for the Govan Fair before. They made a buffet.  

The Govan Fair itself couldn’t really benefit this business because it never passes the café. Although the 
boss of this business would be very pleased to have some more information and ideas in what way she 
could do something for the Govan Fair.  

   

M Bros 
Newsagents  

General 
store 

 581 

Govan Road, 

Glasgow 

  30th of September 

What is good about the Govan Fair: its lots of fun, attractions for people to enjoy themselves, many people 
come together and learn to know each other 

 

This shop keeper donated money for the Govan Fair before. For the next Fairs he wants to inform his 
customers about the event.  

   

H & T 
Pawnbroker
s 

 595 Govan 

Rd, Glasgow,  

G51 2AS 

0141 445 1567  30th of September 

What is good about the Govan Fair: it helps by making everyone feel part of the community, it is nice to see 
how everybody is all excited and happy on Govan Fair night, it helps everyone get along with each other 

 

Suggestions: the Fair needs more people to participate, more floats and participants 

 

This business had a float in the 2012 Fair. The Govan Fair may help this business to generate some new 
customers. 
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Danny’s 
Divas 

 178 

Crossloan 

Road, Govan 

0141 230 3544 Glamdivano1@live.co.uk 1st of October 

What is good about the Govan Fair: it brings everyone together and lets the older generations re-visit there 
youth and enjoy a great night, brings even people together that have moved away out of Govan 

 

Suggestions: involve more communities, advertise more, allow all kinds to join (e.g. dance shows, jugglers, 
etc,…), run stalls and some goodies like the West End Festival outside shops 

 

The boss of this business once was on the float of Dots Spot and Sunny Govan Radio.  

 

At the moment there is the interest to promote the Govan Fair. 

Next to that he would like to show some creations and inspirational hairstyles at the Fair. 

 

Without the Fair Govan would be just a normal boring community with “no life”. 

   

Bank of 
Scotland 

Martin 816 Govan 

Rd 

Glasgow G51 

3UP 

0845 721 3141  6th of October 

What is good about the Govan Fair: the Fair brings people together for an occasion that they may not 
otherwise have done, good for the community 

Due to the opinion of this man who has answered the questions, the Govan Fair will survive as long as 
those on the committee have passion. Next to that it is important for any community to hold onto 
traditions and heritage.  

 

The bank made a contribution before but is limited in doing something for the Fair because of other 
charities that are supported.  

   

TSB Catherine White 705 Govan 

Rd 

Glasgow G51 

2YJ 

0345 975 8758  7th of October 

What is good about the Govan Fair: an old tradition that is going on for a long number of years, embeds a 
sense of community pride 

 

   

mailto:Glamdivano1@live.co.uk
mailto:Glamdivano1@live.co.uk
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To ensure the Govan Fair is a tradition that goes on for further hundreds of years it needs a strong 
committee of passionate locals.  

Jackies One 
Salon 

 12 Shaw 

Street, 

Glasgow G51 

3BN 

0141 440 1478  7th of October 

What is good about the Govan Fair: it brings everyone together, more footfall for small businesses, all the 
children and all the community are getting together, families from the whole of Glasgow come to the 
Govan Fair 

 

Suggestions: get a committee set up for more planning, get it back to what it used to be, more advertising, 
make sure the streets are tidy beforehand 

 

The boss of this business supports the Govan Fair through sponsoring. She wants to keep promoting it. Her 
children have as well participated in the Govan Fair before.  

 

The Fair benefits this business because dance school pupils come for their hair and make up to be done.  

   

ATEK Direct 
Ltd 

Tony 104 

Langlands Rd 

Glasgow G51 

3BQ 

0141 445 3447 contact@atekdirect.co.u
k 

8th of October 

What is good about the Govan Fair: creates community cohesion and helps children within the community 
to better understand the area they live in, good atmosphere, plenty of things to do for the family, helps to 
bring more customers into the area 

 

Suggestions: pass on any skills and materials to the youngsters, advertising across Glasgow and on the main 
stream radio 

 

The Govan Fair helps to bring more customers into the area. 

 

Tony would be interested in donating his time for the Govan Fair. 

   

One O One 
Off Sales 
Ltd 

 170 
Crossloan 
Rd 

0141 445 1334  8th of October 
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Glasgow G51 

3QG 

What is good about the Govan Fair: tradition of the area (that has underachieved the area the past few 
years)  

 

Suggestions: get a more public aware image throughout the year, involve as well young people from high 
schools, make it a local fundraising event through the whole year with the parade at the start and end of 
the year 

 

This shop has donated money for the Govan Fair before. 

   

Climate 
Center 

 31 Orton Pl 

Glasgow G51 

2HF 

0141 425 2730  19th of October 

What is good about the Govan Fair: you always meet people you don´t see very often (old school friends, 
etc.) 

 

Suggestions: advertise it properly well in advance, advertise it through Facebook & Instagram, change it to 
a Saturday so people working would be more likely to go 

 

The manager of this business has been to the Govan Fair before and donated money for it. 

   

Shearer 
Candles 

 23 Robert Dr 

Glasgow G51 

3HB 

0141 445 1066 info@shearer-candles.co
m 

19th of October 

What is good about the Govan Fair: it helps let people know what business is in Govan then people would 
know in what ways to help, it brings everyone together, gives everyone a sense of belonging 

 

Suggestions: more money donated by the government and local business people, more people who join 
the Fair, more floats, let a lot more people know about it therefore they might as well donate to it, more 
advertising (maybe T.U. or online) 

 

The woman who has filled in the questions donates money every year when buying the Govan Fair 
Programme. 

   

Little´s Kenneth or Heather 1282 Paisley 

Road West, 

0141 883 2111 reservations@littles.co.u 27th of October 
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Glasgow, 

G52 1DB 

k 

What is good about the Govan Fair: an over 250 year old tradition, a well-known annual event for Govan 
people, community spirit 

 

Suggestions: get the BBC/STV involved 

 

That business had a float in the procession once.  

The manager of this business is not quite sure about which options there are for further contributions.  

   

 


