
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:      The Govan Fair Association 

Govan, Scotland, 6th May 2016  

 

260th Anniversary of the Govan Fair (1756-2016) - 3-5th June, 2016 

The Govan Fair Association is delighted to announce that this year marks the 260th anniversary  

of the Govan Fair, which runs from Friday, 3rd June to Sunday, 5th June, 2016. 

 

The historical backdrop to the Govan Fair 

In the 260-year history of the Fair, Govan has seen many changes, successes and struggles: from  

the rise of shipbuilding in the 19th century to the closure of most of the yards with the loss of  

thousands of jobs in the 1970s; the Mary Barbour-inspired rent strikes in 1915; the sacking and  

trial of teacher John Maclean for his political views in 1918; the Red Clydeside period between  

1910 and the early 1930s, to the opposition to the Poll Tax in the 1980s, Govan always lives to  

fight  

another day. 

 



Since its early agricultural fair days, later supported by the Govan Weavers' Society, and then  

the bustling shipyards, the Govan Fair has been an annual celebration of the people and culture  

of this ancient former burgh that was once the capital of the Kingdom of Strathclyde. 

 

The Fair always brought together a rich variety of people: locals workers employed in farming,  

fishing, the merchant marine, weaving and shipbuilding (and their associated trades),  

industrialists, magnates, philanthropists, show people, itinerant  

traders who came to ply their goods at this vital crossing point of the Clyde, and in the second  

half of the 20th century and early 21st century, immigrants from across the Commonwealth,  

and  latterly the European Union.  

All those who have called or call Govan home, have contributed to the evolving story of the  

Govan Fair. 

 

When the shipyards went into decline, so too did the Govan Fair, but in recent years it has seen  

a revival and we hope that this year’s event will be better than ever. We are  

delighted to have secured funding from the Big Lottery Fund to enable community outreach  

activities to help further develop the Fair over the next three years. 

 

Order of ceremony 

The procession and crowning of the Govan Fair Queen will take place on Friday, 3rd June, and  

the fair, complete with rides, stalls and activities, will continue in Elder Park over the weekend.   

The Govan Fair for all its events and activities, though, would be nothing without the  

participation and engagement of the people of Govan and visitors from Glasgow and further  

afield. 

The Govan Fair programme will be launched on Friday, 27th May, and available to collect from  



participating retailers and public buildings throughout Govan. 
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If you are in Glasgow on the first weekend in June, the Govan Fair is must on your list of  

attractions. 

For more information, contact:  

Liz Gardiner, Company Secretary, Govan Fair Association 

Tel. 0141 5252020 

or 

govanfair@gmail.com  

 


